
Day 1: READ 1 Samuel 16:18-22 & 17:12-15. 
So lets set the stage. From last week, we learn that David has been 
anointed as king. From today’s reading we can see that David has been 
brought into Saul’s service. What kind of relationship did Saul and David 
have? What else was David doing, and what other relationships did he 
have? In your journal, list the different character traits that David  
already possesses. CHOOSE some other traits you think a king should 
have. Why do you think David wasn’t crowned as king at this point? 
 

Day 2: READ 1 Samuel 17:17-19. 
David is given a “To Do” list in these verses. THINK about being in  
David’s shoes. He’s been anointed as the future king, he’s working for the 
active king, but he’s still the baby of the family and has the bottom-of-the
-barrel job of tending the sheep. CONSIDER how young men often 
react to a thankless task list from their parents. But what if you’ve been 
anointed king and you’re still the errand boy? How would you react?  
 

Day 3: READ 1 Samuel 17:20-22. 
Reflect on yesterday’s lesson. What was David’s attitude to the 
tasks he was given? IMAGINE the adventure of the battlefield as he 
arrives to drop off supplies. He’s the baby of the family who’s not yet old 
enough to join his older brothers in battle, but his care for them gets him 
to the front of the battle lines. Journal some ways that God was 
using these small tasks and experiences to build David’s character. 
 

Day 4: READ 1 Samuel 17:28. 
How does David’s brother react to his presence. Why do you think he 
would be so angry? Spend some time thinking about the relationships 
he had with his family members in relation to being the youngest of eight 
sons. Maybe you can relate to being the baby in the family or to being the 
oldest. How did God use your family to create some of your own  
character traits? 

 

Day 5: READ 1 Samuel 17:29-31. 
Yet again David’s brother is belittling him. What kind of heart does David 
react with? How do you think God was using this adversity to strengthen 
David? Think of a time when someone who was hard on you made 
you stronger. What was your initial reaction in comparison to your  
viewpoint today? How is God shaping your character through your  
surroundings and your relationships? At Jacob’s Well, we want to “take 
steps together to know and become like Jesus.” In other words, we want 
to help you develop the character of the King! So what’s your next step? 
 
PRAY: Father, give me a heart of obedience as well as the strength 
and wisdom to follow You with a heart like David. Reveal to me a step I 
can take with You. Walk with me through adversity in my life and use it 
to develop in me the character of the King of Kings. Help me be faithful 
Lord in the little things in life, the small decisions, the small tasks, and 
the small conversations. May I live out these little moments with joy and 
acceptance knowing they’re a part of Your bigger plan. 
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